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By Gene Stratton-Porter (1863-1924) 

Gene Stratton-Porter was an American author, amateur naturalist, wildlife 
photographer, specializing in the birds and moths in one of the last of the 
vanishing wetlands of the lower Great Lakes Basin. The Limberlost and Wildflower 
Woods of northeastern Indiana were the laboratory and inspiration for her 
stories, novels, essays, photography, and movies. She was an accomplished 
author, artist and photographer and is generally considered to be one of the first 
female authors to promulgate public positions; conserving the Limberlost Swamp 
in her case. 

Although Stratton-Porter wanted to focus on nature books, it was her romantic 
novels that made her famous and generated the finances that allowed her to 
pursue her nature studies. In Moths of the Limberlost, she shares her lifelong love 
of the moths through a series of charming anecdotes and wonderfully descriptive 
passages, providing vivid detail of each stage of their life cycles. (Summary 
adapted from wikipedia and expanded by J. M. Smallheer) 

Read by J. M. Smallheer.  Total Running Time:  04:32:30. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture by W. Purkiss (1891). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 
yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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